Us S. S. GUIDE (MSO-4A7)
cin Fiedt Post Nifice
S Feanoigso, California 9 March 1959

From: Commanding OFfficer
Tog A1l Hands and Dépendents

Subj: WESTPAC Deployment;. information soncerning
BEncl: (1) Iist of Dependents addresses

1. This memorandum is originated in order to proomlgate information useful
for tae crew of the GUIDE aad their dependents for the duration of the WESTPAC
deplomuent, While the ship is serving in the Western Pacific, visits will

be nads %o various porbs in Japan, The Phillipines, Formoss, and Korea, Joint
operations will be condacted with Navel Forces of several of our allies. Dumng
the tour, the men of the GUIDE will be perfcrming a critical Job in & critical
area during s manifestfy important time, Dependents and close relatives may
asgist the crew in this regard, by pot overburcening personnel of the GUIIE in
small worries and anxieties. For this reason, enclosure (1) is aitached

to facilitate dependents and close ralatives of GUIDE crew members in locating
friends with whom such matters can be discussed.

2. MATL.

a8, The addres: of the GJIDE will contimme to be as follows:

USS GUIDE {MSO-LAT)
Cfre of Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

b, If a dependent wishes to telegraph a crew member, the following is
the address to wiez

USS GUIDE (MSO-h47}
Naval Commundcation Station, San Francisco, California

¢. There may be stretches of ore or two weeks, during which operations
may preclude ¢elivery Uo ~r sending of mail from the GUIDE. Do not become
overly srxious unless the delay in receipt of mail is excessive.

do It is sbtrongly recommended that mail be sent via AR MAIL to insure
prom:t deliverys,

¢« If deperderbs move while the GJIDE is overseas, insure that change of
address cacds are prorptly execubed and sent to the local post office.

3. FPINANCIAL

8. As stabed above, mail delivery is ofben delayed. Do Not rely on the
mailing cf mondy orders and checks from WESTPAC for support of dependents.
Alctnets ara oy far the mest reliabls means to insure prompt delivery.
Ir i et tgo lise to estediien sn allotment,



be Personal checks are sometimes difficult to cash in WESTPAC, especially
in Hong Kong. If dependents wish to send money for gifts,etc., it is
recompéntisd thet it be sert U5 money order oT 8 hank ¢ashioris bheck

e.If dependents run short of money to pay necessary bills, the following
agancies may be salled upon for assistance

(1) Navy Relief Society( In most Navy eomunities)
(2) Americar Red Gross ( In most all commuaities)
(3) Iocsl mmicipal relief organigations

(L) Yoecal Banks ( in which the crew member and/or the dependents have
established an account)

If at sl possible do not obtain money through local commerciz) loan companias;
the interest rates ara exnecsively highs

d, Due tc the nature of WESTPAG operations, long established eontact with
disbursing offices will be impossible. If there are any special arrangements
such as allotments, to be made, they ghould be made before the GUINE departs.
For information, allotments can be estgblished well in advance,if necessary,.

he LEAVE.

a. ILittle, if any anmual leave, will be granted in WESTPAC dus to uhne
nature and extent of WESTPAC operations. Any leave that will be granted
will be loeal; that is, for the immediate vicinity of the port in which
the GUIDE is located.

b. The following have been astablished as the criteria for gmergency ‘leaves
(1) Upon death or wife or unmarried minoxr child
(2) Vhen return of serviceman will contribute materially to the
welfare of dying members of immediate family; that is father, mother,
8 nse_,children,bro‘bher,sister, or only living relative,
(gc), When death or serious illness of member of irmmediate family(as
above) cammot be attended to by the crew manber from on board the GUDE or
by any cne else who ma} be designated by the crew membere
(4) When failure of- crew member to return home would create severe

and wausual hardship on himself andfor his family.

As can be noted, the criteria are difficult to meet. The prime reason
behind such eriteria are 1) the high cost of transporting personnel to
and from bthe States, and 2) the possible hazard to the operational
capabjlity of a ship due %o Joss of persomel £ar extended periods of
time, If, however, a dependent beliwves that her sponsor should take
emergeney leave, the following procedure should be followsd

{1} ©¢all the local Red Crouss representative snd give them the infor
mation as to the name of the person who is afflicted,relation to tle
crew member, name, rate, and service mumber of crew manber, and tke

doctor whom the Red Cross may contact for confirmation of the

EMergencys
DO_NOT telegraph the ship without going through the RED CROSS, since this will

. 4 only result in loss of time. In any case of emergency leave, Red Cross
: / verification must be recieved before leave will be granted:



Se

MEDICAE..

a. Depenaenus who rem2in in the Long Beach weca may continue to use the
Naval station facilities for routine medical care. If they wish to be
treated hy civilian medical facilities uuder the MEDICARE program, they

mst apply for a DD Form 125L{MEDTCARE FERMIT' at the Naval Station Dis-~
pensary, If Militarv Medical racilities are not available at the time of
appiacation, a MEDICARE PERMIT will be granted and the dependent will be free
to btain medicai faciiiky of her owr chonde. In fhis regard, it should ce
noted that some doctors and hospitais do not particinate in the MEDIC#RE PRO-
GRAM; omiy those who do participate may be used for MEJICARE purpofes.

b. Dependents whc will return home or reside in another area al a

reasonable distance from iong Beach are exempt frow bite nscesaity of
obtaining a MEDICARE PERMIT; they may tave a free choice between ci

and milivary medical facilities. However, the overnment will pay “heir
bills only if they are accepbed by & dostor and/or hospital) wno subscribes to
the MEDICARE program.

¢. The government will pay for all bonafide emergencies, 1n any casey it
a person is samitted to hospital as an emergency cass, but is then
Yagnosed as not beinz an emergency case by the acctor within 18 hours,then
the guveaiuncae #ill pay the charges, It more then 18 hows elapse before
the person is diagnosed ag a non-emergency case, the dependent mast psy
the charges,

(k) In no case wili mwussuaRE provide for chronmic {recurring) illness; routine
doctor visits or plannec surgerys

6. GEMERAl, EMERGENCY.

Ts

2, In the case of a general emergency of any nature or if any assistance of
a personal nature is needed, the following verscns in the ILong Beach Area
may be contacted:

Commander Mine Force Chaplain

J, ¥. BERGER,LT,CHC,USN

Headwuarbers, GOMINPaC

U. 8. Kavel Station, Long Beach, C lifornia
Telephone: TB 2-3311 Bxt 1554

Commander Mine Squadron NINE Maintenance Qfficer
L. THOMPSON, LCDR, USN

Commander Mine Squadron NINE

Telephone: TE 2-3311 EXT 1168

b. Dependents who are not in the vicinily of Long Beach may contact the
nearest Armed Forces Chaplain at almost all large military activities.

¢. In any case, dependents may contact the local branch of the American
Red Cross for assistance in any matier.

GENERAT.

a, If there are any matters in which the GUIDE may assish dependents are
encouraged to ask for information, either through the crsw nasbar, or
direct 4o ths Aommanding Officer, by letter.



