


U. 8. S. GUIDE {MSO-447)
¢/o Fleet Post Office
San Franeisco, California

21 July 1959
To all Friends and Dependents of the GUIDE:

Recently we passed the half-wey point in our ‘deploymentc in the
Western Pacific; it is my wish at this time to review the past three
months or so, sith a word or two of the future.

The long voyage across the wide Pacifie, 5,700 miles to be exact,
was rather rough and our stops at Pearl Harbor and Midway 1sland were
most weloome, While at Pearl Havbor most of us took tours of the lush,

yerdant islana and basked on Wakiki Beech under the hot tropical sun.
Midway, the hame and lawful sanctuary of the strange Gdoney Bixrd} was
not so spectacular, but we enjoyed swimming at the pleasant beach and
wallang about tne smsll island.

We arrived in Yoxosuka, Japan (located on the island of Honshu) op

30 April. Although we worked hara tHers, geltiug ths GUIDE back into
shape again after the long arducus trip, we had plenty of time ror
recreation, too, Irips to Tokyn, Kamakura (where is Jocated a famous.
Buddhe statue over 60 feet high weighing over 200 toas and over 700
‘years old), Gobra ( a peacerul Special Services rest notel) and to other
local piaces of interest were taken by GUIDE persomnsl. CMeny of us
enjoyed hot Japanese baths - and the water was hot, belicve me! We
all became experts in bartering with Japanese shop owners for souvenira
to send home. On the trip across @ contest had been held o desigp 2
ship's emblem. [ Yokosulka, the wimming entry, designed by Frederick.
H. KNAPP, EN2, was made into pautches for the crew, The smblem appears
onl the cover smeet of bthis levber. After a short period of time we
pecame accustomed to Japanese mammers and traditions, learning o take
off our shoes when entering tea houses, and grimly trying to look
somfortable kneeling at low Japanese tables while sipping hot green
tea. Expressions such as “Arigato (Thank You) and "Konichiwa® (good
afternoon) became familiar to all.

We were about to depart for Nagoya, a short distance South of

Yokosuia, when we were called to an urgent search mission near an .

Air Foérce Target bombing range, north of Yokosuia, on the East Coast

of Honshu, Bidding ¥Sayonara¥ to the other ships in Mine Divisicn
NINETY-THHEE, we sped tc the sceme where a Navy plane had crashed -

in the water. Although the pilot had bailed out, we were called in

to try to locate the aircraft underwater. our week's efforts;

we were assisted by no less than 3 helicoptérs (1 Air Force, 1 Navy,
and 1 Marine) plus a rleet tug. The area of search was too big, however,
and the information available too little, and our ‘segrch was in vain.

The GUIDE then departed the area to take part in a Mine Exercise, which
the other ships in the Division had begun with Japanese Mine Sweepers,
in Nagoya Bay. The operation was entirely successful, and it was inter-
esting working with the Japanese Navy, hearing Japanese gpoken over
voice radio cireuwits. We found the Japanese to pe experienced and
capable sailors.



We then sailed for Sasebo, Japan,2 large Naval Base located on the
island of Kyushm, which is just south of Honshu. Following a short
period of local operations just outside the harbor, we moved alongside
the USS LUZON(ARG-2), a repair ship, for a twec wesk stay, We found
Sasebo to be 2 smaller towa than IoﬁcSuka, but equally enjoysble,
Several personnel snjoyed 3 weekend stay at Unzen, 2 rest hotel located

in a nearby mowntain resort area; trips were made to pearby Nagassict
where in is located a museum depicting ail the phases of the Atom,
Many persons bought china and other gifts at o well-stocked Armeo Forees
store located just outside the base During our stay there, wo were
honored tu receive a visit fram Captain H.Q, BEER, U. 5. N., now the
Chief of Staff of Commander Mine Force, U. 8, Pacific Fleet - the mumber
two man! The high point of our Sasebo visit was the Ship's Party
which was held on two evenings at a nearbv Navv-recommended hoter. One
hundred percent participation by the crew ana the hard work of the
Recreation Committee, headed by Robert G. GREENE, QMi, paid off; even
guests rrom other ships remarked that the party was tune best that they
had ever attended, Assisting GBEENE in plamning and conducting the
pa!'txy were E.R.BAICER,BTI, R;U.EVW,MI, L.A.SANDS Jr.,@ﬁ,_ ang

D. G. IEVESQUE, BM2. A. (. SKRAMSTAD,USL, our chief eoox, provided
excellent food ror all

While in Sasebo, too, we received word that J. B. ZANE had been
aavancea to the new rate of Senior Bngineman Chief, a distinet honor
both for ZANE and for the ship. Added to¢ this pleasure was the news
of SKRAMSTAD'S advancemens to Uhief Commssarymsn, effective January
1960, Hearty congratulations were in order, also, to the folluwing
mep Who wuaped rewards for long hours spent studying for the advancement
examinations - R, 4. BLACKWEIL to ICL; J. POCS Jr. tc BM2; XK. M.
SCHAAN to m; H. K. DUNHAM to BM3; H L.WHARHI Lo 3{35 d. BE. POEELL
to EM3; J. M. ERICKSON to EN3; W. P. BUND to EN3; F. W, SCEAUPP to
ETR3; J.K.NEWLANO Jr, to S0G3; G.D.WASHINGTON Jr. to YN3; L. M.
MORRISSEY to BRM3: C.E.CARPENTER to RM3.

We sailed on 15 June, to Kagoshime, s small ssaport southezst of
Sasebec on the island of Kyusmu, Here our comnand of the Japanese
language was hard-pressed; the port is not frequented by U.S.ships,
and the patives speak ]it%le English, We managed to geb about,
however, and all had an enjoyable £ime though many were dampened
considerably by a rain that persisted throughout most of our stay.
The Division Commodere, ICDR W. A. STEADLEY, U.S.N., and the
Commanding Officers of the ships spent much of the time enjoying
the courtesy and friendship of local dignitaries who were most
eager to make us feel at home. With some regreu,we concluded our
three day visit, and set sail for Keelung, Taiwan, Taiwan is what
used to be catled Formosa, and is located only 120 miles or so off
the Chinese mainland. Th Keel is not exactly kept scrupulously
clean or odor-free, it prgvu%eu usugxgt opportunity :1!..% bggame argainted
with the Taiwanese(Chinese people borm ¢n Taiwan) and Chinese pecple.
Tt is interesting to note that, because of the internal struggles on
the moinland of China, there are now more Chinese people on Taiwan
than Taiwanese themselves. The language and customs of these two
peoples are different, Jargely because of occupation before and during
World War II by the Japanese. The Japanese occupation of Taiwan
evidently was a benewolent one, because Taiwanese ofien express sur-
prising loyalty and respect for the Japanese people and customs.
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During our stay in Keelung, many of us travelled the short distance to
Taipei to enjoy recrestional facilities furnished by the Military Assist—
snce Advisory Group locaved there.

After a short twe day visit, the GUIDE got underway for Kaohsiwmg,

& major Naval Port, locawed on f-.h_e soutmwest coast of Tajwan. After

a restful weekend, we rolled up our sleeves for a week-long Mine
Exercise with mne sweepers of the Chinesse Rationalist Navy. We were
umressed with seamanship displayed by the Chinese ships though it
was somebimes difficult to understand them on volce radio circuits.
The Lth of July celebration at Kaohsiung wss onc that will long remein
a pappy memory. The Kaohsiung hecreation Genter Country Club {organized
for all U.S.Military personnel in the area) was the site. The nighlight
of the svening was a fireworks display which brought many "oohs! and
tashat from the audience. Or. the followang day, the officers held a
‘reception for the officers and wives of the Chinese Navy ships which
had participated in the exercise. Again, the Divislon scored & “hit'
informavion received indicabtes thei this was the first gocial affair

in. recent years given specifically for the Chinese Navy Of1icers.

They and bheir wives came early and steyea late, which is evidence of
their enjoyment of the reception. The Comuodore was the recipient, for
the Division, of the flag of the Chinese Naval Mine Force ships whicn
toox part in the exercise. '

Then,, off tc Hong Kong, truly the “Pearl of th ; Oriemt®, We missed

you especiaiiy then, thinking of how you would anjoy the veritable
shoppers paradise. Here tcamera bugs" tou, wWere in "Shansri-la®; from
the Tiger Balm Gardens, resplendent with solorful gardens and exoric
statuary, to the picturesque rioaving restaurants in Aberdeen Bay, there
is virtually inexaustible number of photographic subjects. Many of us
took tours »f the island, inelunding the breathtaking :able car up the
high peak wnich surmownts the islana. The view of the ciby lignis from
this mountain top at night is certainly one that won't be forgotten
easily. To guide our enjoyment of Hong Kong. missiocnary chaplaing
have egtablished 2 Servicemen's Center oo the waterfront from which
information is available on all aspects of the city. Here also money
can be exchunged (one U.S. dollar ecuals $5,73 HK) and one can relax
and have 2 soft drink. '

~ In Hong Kong the U, S. Navy has established 2 #Purchasing Branch®
where are represented all merchents “accredited* by the Navy. Through
this showroom - displaying all Kinds of articles, from materials to jade
jewelry to hi £i sets ~ we were able to select gifts at lowest prices.
The air conditioned restaurants scattered throughout the caty proviged
a further delightful pleasure to our vigit.

Just to indicate that our Hong Kong visit was not all spent -on
pleasures, “Cn "E® BURNS, B, and his Deck Force Diplomats conferred
and bargained with Mary Sco, & Jocal({but world famous among Navy ships)
contractor to paint out much of the pull and many interior spaced.

As a result, we left Hong Kong looking considerably rejuvensted.

From the Hong Kong visit, which was concluded just prior to the
writing of this letter, we lock forward to another period of repairs
alongside the LUZON in Sasebo. This will be followed by & mine oper-
ation with the Korean Navy, one with only U.S. ships and then the final
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two week "fixing up'period which precedes the long~awaited trip back
to the States. We are looking forward to seeing most of you on the
pier in Iong Beach when we arrive about the middle of October. '

The conduct of the GUIDE persomnel has been excellent; we have
been the subjsct of manv favorable and flattering comments during our
visits tc¢ Japanese and Chinese Ports. You can well be proud of your
men aboard the GUIDE for the fine manner in which they have conducted
themselves., '

We bave been doubly fortunate,too, in that none of you have had
serious misfortune; it is agreed by ue aboard the GUIDE that you wives
and dependents deserve & vobe of thanks for the capable way that you
have managed the “home front® for us in our absence.

We have travelled some 320C miles {as shown on the attached map)
sinece our arrival in Yokosuka and will undoubtedly sail that much
farther until it is time t6 set our signts for long Beach and Home,

To that date, we look forward, as 1'm sure yov do, with eager anticip-
ation. : .

83 1 .
R D.'DUNGAN UW\/

Commanding Officer
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